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St Ivan of Rila

Gold Collector Coin

Boacapckama HapogHa 6aHka uska3Ba baazogapHocmu I & of the Bulganan Iconography Series
Ha CB. CuHog Ha boazapckama npaBocaaBHa uopkBa 3a npegocmaBerume u3zobpakeHus. BNB Issue

The Bulgarian National Bank gratefully acknowledges
the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church for the provided photographs.
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B 6oazapckama npaBocaaBHa mpaguuua cB8. NBaH Puacku YygomBopey,
ce noyuma kamo gyxoBeH omeu, HacmaBHuUK u HebeceH 3akpuAHUk Ha
bbA2apume.

PogeH e okono 876 2. B ¢. CkpuHo, 8 Ocoz2oB8ckama naaHUHa. lNpegnoaaza
ce, Ye e npugobuA 06pa3zoBaHuemo cu u e npueA MoHawecmBomo B mMaHa-
cmupa ,CB. Aumumpul" nog Bpox PyeH. Mo-KocHo ¢B. IBaH Puacku Hanyc-
HaA MaHacmupa, yCamoOmuUA Ce U ce omgaA Ha nocm u MoAUMBU. B omwien-
Hu4yecmBo npebuBaBaA Ha pazAudHU Mecma, gokamo gocmuzHaA Puackama
NnAaHUHa, kogemo ce ycmaHoBuA go kpas Ha XuBoma cu, ocHoBaBalku
Puackus mMaHacmup — cBemama obumea, ocmaHara cmoxkep Ha BApama u
BoA2apuUHama u go gHec.

B acuozpadckama aumepamypa (kumusd Ha cBemuume) u 6020CAyKeb-
Hume gokymMeHmu ca onucaHu MHO206polHUME My BAazodecmuBu geAa u
yygeca, ¢ koumo MoHaxbm ce npocAaBuA owe npukuBe u u3BbH NpegeAu-
me Ha Bboacapud. Becmma cmuzHara u go 6bA2apckus Bragemea uap
Memop |, kolimo nokenan ga ce cpeuiHe ¢ npaBegHuka. 3apagu ckpom-
HOCMMa U CMUPEHUEMO CU NPU NOCEUWEHUEMO Ha Uapa MOHaxom ce NOKAO-
HUA omgaAey u omKka3aA ga npueme gapeHomo My om BAagemead 3Aamo.

BAazouecmuBuam cmapey, HanycHaA 3eMHuA cBAm Ha 70-20guuiHa
Bo3zpacm Ha 18 aBaycm 946 2., kamo npegu moBa ocmaBuA nucMeH 3aBem
Ha cBoume y4yeHuuu u cnogBukHuUUU, 8 kolimo 2u npu3oBaA ga npe3upam
3emMHUmMe 6Aaza U ga na3dam cBamama BApa HenopoYHa.

Mpegnonaza ce, ye kaHoHU3auuamMa My e u3zBopweHa npe3 X B.

B npa3HuyHuA kaneHngap Ha boazapckama npaBocaaBra yopkBa namem-
ma My ce ombeaa3Ba Ha 19 okmomBpu, gamama, Ha koamo ce cmMAmMa, ye
ca npeHeceHU Mmowume My om Puaa B epag Cpegeu (Codusd). Ha 18 aBaycm
ce noyuma ycneHuemo My, Kozamo gyxoBHuAm omeuy ce npeceAnBa B
HebecHuA cBam, a Ha 1 loAu ce npazHyBa BpbuwaHemo Ha HEMAEHHOMO My
mAro om TopHoBo B Puackua maHacmup, Kogemo e noaokeHo u
NOHacMOoAWEM.

Mpe3 2026 2. ce HaBopwBam 1150 2. om pokgeHuemo u 1080 2. om
cMbpmma Ha cBemeua.

In the Bulgarian Orthodox tradition, Saint Ilvan of Rila the Wonderworker is
revered as the spiritual father, guide and heavenly protector of the
Bulgarian people.

He was born around 876 in the village of Skrino, the Osogovo Mountains.
It is believed that he received his education and embraced the monastic life
at the Monastery of St Demetrius, below the Ruen peak. He later left the
Monastery and withdrew into solitude, dedicating himself to fasting and
prayer. As a hermit, St Ivan lived in several remote places before reaching
the Rila Mountains, where he settled for the remainder of his life. There he
founded the Rila Monastery: a sacred sanctuary and enduring stronghold
of Orthodox faith and Bulgarian identity to this day.

Hagiographic literature (the lives of the saints) and liturgical sources
recount the numerous acts of piety and miracles through which the monk
became renowned during his lifetime, both in Bulgaria and beyond its
borders. His fame reached Tsar Petar |, who sought to meet him. In
profound humility, the hermit bowed from afar and declined the gold
offered by the Tsar.

On 18 August 946, at the age of seventy, the venerable elder reposed in
the Lord, leaving behind a written testament for his disciples and fellow
ascetics to reject worldly riches and safeguard the holy faith in its purity.

His canonisation is believed to have taken place in the 10th century.

In the liturgical calendar of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, St Ivan’s feast
day is celebrated on 19 October, the date traditionally marking translation
of his relics from Rila to the city of Sredets (present-day Sofia). On 18
August, the Church commemorates his Dormition, when the spiritual
father departed this world for the heavenly kingdom, and on 1 July — the
return of his holy relics from Tarnovo back to the Rila Monastery, where
they remain to this day.

The year 2026 marks the 1150th anniversary of the Saint’s birth and the
1080th anniversary of his blessed repose.



